In the jungle with Jan
Imagine coming face-to-face with a mountain
gorilla in Rwanda. Rather than running away
in fear, it was this experience that diverted
the career path of Jan Latta from advertising
creative director to author and wildlife
photographer. When faced with this animal in
1994, Jan was told by her guide that there were
fewer than 600 mountain gorillas left in the
world. This sparked a series of True to Life books
on endangered animals, which has seen 15
books in the past 19 years.
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Latta’s passion for animal conservation has
taken her to Africa, Borneo, India, China, Sri
Lanka and Uganda to photograph and write
about animals in the wild. Her aim is to educate
children on conservation, “I want children to
understand about the endangered animals
of the world and help to save them. So many
animals are endangered and will disappear in
10 years. By the time children are adults some
species will be gone forever. This is very sad.
Education is very important for the survival of
the endangered animals” Latta shared.

The True to Life series each follow a different
animal that Latta has had the pleasure of
photographing. Leopards, meerkats, giraffes,
pandas, cheetahs and more. The latest book in
the series is The Diary of a Wildlife Photographer,
a journal of Latta’s adventures in the wild.
Eight trips to Africa following wild animals, the
mountains of China for pandas, the Borneo
jungle for orangutans, Sri Lanka for the elusive
leopard, Uganda for Dr Jane Goodall’s chimps,
and India for the endangered tiger.
One can only imaging the wonder that Latta
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has experienced in her travels around the world
and working with some of the largest and most
amazing animals on earth. “I had a wonderful
experience with two cheetahs in Nanyuki, in
Kenya. One was purring so I put my hand on
his throat to feel the vibrations. It was the most
magic moment of my life. It was also great fun
playing with 12 baby pandas in the Wolong
mountains in China.”
In amongst all the excitement and adventure
however there have been a few scary moments.
“Top of the list would be a 6 tonne bull elephant

in musth charging the jeep. Thankfully it was only a
mock charge and he stopped a few metres from the
jeep. In Borneo, I was terrified when a huge male
orangutan – 150 kilos of wild red hair – charged
me in the jungle,” Latta says of her two scariest
experiences.
As a conservationalist with a passion for educating
children we asked Latta for her top tips for kids who
are aspiring animal conservationalists and parents
who would like to encourage their kids to find out
more.
1. When I’m doing a school or festival presentation
I always suggest sponsoring an orphan elephant
though the David Sheldrick Trust. It is so rewarding.
Each month you receive a report about your chosen
orphaned elephant. It’s only $50 a year.
I’ve received so many emails from mothers saying
their children were thrilled to be involved with this
charity.
2. Join the animal charity groups so you receive up
to date information about what is happening, and
then see what you can do to help.

3. When you are old enough, be a volunteer in
Africa, or China, or India. It is a great experience, and
you learn so much being close to the animals. Join
as many conservation groups on line to learn the
latest news and where you can volunteer.
The Diary of a Wildlife Photographer is available now.
Visit truetolifebooks.com.au for more information on
how to purchase.
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